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S the goes, it's
goodt:';'-khma
you're trying
your business, It is
essential.

You can promote your product or
service in a whole host of ways - by
advertising, sponsorship or opemng up

But for most growing compames the
most efficient way is just to get out there
and tell others gu

etwork.\ng a5 1 Calted, s one of the
fastest, cheapest and most effective ways
of emng ur nnme knnwn It requires

ofhoulsof
vo\gnmeandasﬂddulo

ways,m.g..mmgum

- mastering the basics is easy,

to do it well can take a lifetime.

You have to be friendly rather than
hy, and firm rather than fawning. And
it's a two-way process. llyoumexpecung
others to BV you business,then you
méxvem thechanmrosdnoyoutoo
a]sc have to

your opportunities.
ted along to the annual dinner of

your ocal fishing club, for instance, isn't
oing to wm you busmess if you're
for the

stle, Sou'd b 1oy borer to
et into a drinks-and- nibbles discussion
with officials of

Space Agency.
Mosl of us, xhough don't run that kind
i iness. There are
rking events on offer and we
should be able to get somethmg out of
most of

Q'Almbersofwmmerm local

companies, local
clubs, commerclaForglmnnons and
women's groups all regularly run events
which allow people to get t and see
if they can do business with each other.
These events can be formal dinners,
lunch meetings with speakers, worl
breakfasts or stand-up sessions over
coffee and biscuits or a
One recent phenomenon has been the
growth of so-called speed networking,
v minutes to
their businesses to another person. They

It's fast, cheap
and effective.
Networking
really can get
your business
moving, says
ANDREW
COLLIER

then listen to what the other person has to

sell before moving on to the next attendee.
Elaine Roger, who runs events for
w Chamber of Commerce, said: “If
you wnm (o build u your business,
e o umses everything from small

o
‘ said -xfywu e a small co
agxz&ss per cent of businesses in the
jow area
areal
To et the most out of netwarkmg
0 stick to:

.Beyoursel! Bewlrm fnendly and
listen to what others have

This means being lble to say what your
firm does and wiy le might want (o
o oound

sa-vns
Some p people (hmk that successful
networking means any
business cards as posslh e. But if you
don't talk to , it's not much use.

® Don't be , pushy or critical.
‘This is about

, not enemies.
@ Don't expect |mmcd|ale results. It's
unlikely,

Elaine suggests lhn( newcomers to

Business

networking try out different events to see
whnwuh:eyuh

ldmvwledguthn some le
m-ybelhynbwtmmfor gﬂ
but the bestvay s s o ump i

time, but says|
Elaine nld “We al look ai er
the first ﬂlne We'll mnoduce them lo
supportive and knows

someone who is

Wm within minutes,
thelhynm mhmx@ﬂeellbﬁ
awkward if you've not done it before, but
others will

“Introduce and sell yourself as well as
mhnghdwlhmyouremterutedm
whnﬂzyhlve o saytoo

networkers
thm men, md it's not unusual to find

events aimed at

Perth-based Tricia Fox is the founder of
Bacon and Eggs Entrepreneurs, which
e

across jer events
aren’t exclusive to women, but they're

‘We always

understand’

very pogulu wnh them. While most
netwos ts are 90 90 per cent male
and 10 pa omt fem.\e
meeurgx are informal
nnd nln at 9am. It's a good time for
people who have done the school run
because we’re there are

no speeches, you can arrive late.” .

director
the Coatbridge-based Endowment
Compensation Centre. He believes
is vital to

c&bl rtant.
He said: “It’s in il lmpo ant
starte w-m’ looking

ted out, I 't just
‘Td or
.nlmﬂw people to
mwlhﬂn'-mmdﬂ-g' It worked for me.”
such as Rotary Club I

raise issues, and that in win
new business. It’s an excellent way of
meeting people.”

THE Federation of Small Busine:
(wwwi.15b.0rg.uk) has a strong
presence in Scotland.

The Institute of Directors
(www iod.com) provides high level
networking events and also
provides advice.

The Entrepreneurial Exchange
has a membership of more than
400 Scottish entrepreneurs. Find
out more at www.entex.co.uk

Yes Scotland meet in Glasgow,
Edinburgh and Perth on Saturda
evenings. Log on 10 ww.
ves-scotland.com

We-entrepreneurs hosts dinne
in Edinburgh, Glasgow and
Aberdeen. Details at
Wwwi_weenlrepreneurs.com

Bacon and Eggs En!lepreneul

ng.

Dunfermline, Edmburgh ‘and
St Andrews. www.business9am.co.

Aberdeen Entrepreneurs
provmes an opportunity for

businessmen and women in the
North East to meet with invited
speakers, vlsvls and social events
Check out their site at




